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Surprised by Hope (3): Peaceful Place, but There is More Yet to Come 

By Myung Sun Han (3/24/2019, The United Methodist Church at Demarest) 

 

 For the last two Sundays, we learned what the New Testament teaches about Heaven, Resurrection, and 

the Final Hope for Christians.  Please, allow me to remind you of what we have explored so far.  Two Sunday 

ago, we saw that, in the New Testament, Haven or God’s Kingdom is more like what is coming down on the 

earth than a place where we go after death.  In the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples, he said, “Your 

Kingdom come, and Your will be done.”  Also, in the very first sermon that he preached, Jesus preached, “The 

kingdom of God is near.  Repent and believe the good news.”  In those messages of Jesus, the Kingdom of God 

is something that comes down on us.  Not that I mean that Jesus did not mention the place where we go after 

death.  But, the dominant understanding of heaven or God’s Kingdom in the New Testament is something that 

is coming down on earth at the end of time than the place we go after death. 

 

 Last Sunday, we also learned that the early Christians in the first century was more focused on the 

bodily resurrection than the immortality of the soul.  Again, I do not mean that the early Christians did not 

believe that our soul is immortal.  But, if you read books in the New Testament, you will notice that the 

message of bodily resurrection outnumbers the message of the immortality of the soul.  For example, St. Paul, 

who wrote the thirteen letters in the New Testament, kept preaching, again and again, that, at the end of the 

world, Christ will come in a final victory.  When Chris comes in glory, we all will be rising from the dead with 

the new, spiritual, and imperishable body.  Those who were gone before us will join this Resurrection.  With 

this new, spiritual, and glorious body, we will welcome Christ.  Christ comes and will renew everything.  In 

Biblical terminology, God will re-create everything new.  In this newly created world, in other words, in this 

New Jerusalem, we will live forever with Christ. 

 

 So far, we got these two ideas: First, according to the New Testament, God’s Kingdom will come on the 

earth.  Secondly, when God’s Kingdom comes, and when Christ makes everything new, we will be resurrected 

with a new body and live eternally with Christ.  Then, you might have a question in your mind.  Then, what is 

happening to me, if I die before this final moment?  Does Jesus and the New Testament say anything about it?  

Also, what has happened to those who have already died?  They have already died, and God’s Kingdom is not 

completely here yet.  Then, what happened to them?  Where did they go and where are they now?  Does the 

New Testament teach anything about this matter? 

 

 Of course, it does.  In the New Testament, when someone died before the second coming of Christ, it 

says, that person went into Abraham’s bosom, went into paradise, went into peace with Christ, went into 

sleep, or went into dwelling place in Father. 

 

In the Gospel of Luke chapter 16, Jesus told a story.  It was a story of a beggar, whose name is Lazarus.  

This is a different Lazarus whom I will talk about a moment later.  In this story, Lazarus stays in the gate of the 

rich man and fed himself with the foods that a rich man threw out.  At one point in the story, Lazarus dies.  

When Lazarus dies, Jesus said this: “..when the beggar died, and the angels carried him to Abraham’s 

side.”[Luke 16:22 NIV]  As you can easily guess, Abraham’s side or Abraham’s bosom is traditional Jewish 

language to describe the state after death.  Generally speaking, in Jewish culture, when someone is in 

Abraham’s bosom, it means he or she is in the state of repose and happiness with the ancestors.  Abraham’s 

bosom is no different from our general idea of heaven.  So, we can say that Jesus, being a Jewish man himself, 

thought and believed that there is a place or state of peace, rest, and happiness where a person goes immediately 

after death.   

 

Another biblical word for the state after death is paradise.  Once again, in the Gospel of Luke, when 

Jesus was crucified on Calvary, one of the bandits, who were crucified with Jesus, repented his sin and asked 

for mercy.  And, Jesus responded to him by saying, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in 
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paradise.”(Luke 23:43)  Paradise is also one of the Jewish terminologies for life after death.  In the Old 

Testament, you can see many passages that talk about paradise.  Just like the word tells for itself, paradise is the 

place of perfect peace.  Going into peace with Christ: it is the words that St. Paul used when he described life 

after death.  I don’t think I have to explain it again.  Just like the word says for itself, St. Paul believed when a 

person dies, he or she is at peace with Christ. 

 

 So, judging from these three expressions in the Bible—Abraham’s Bosom, Paradise, and Peace with 

Christ—, we can see that the Bible speaks of life after death.  And, the Bible tells us that the life or state after 

death is peaceful, restful, and even blissful being free from labors, pains, illnesses that we have to go through 

here on earth.  Peace, rest, and bliss: they are the characteristics of the state after death. 

 

 However, if we keep reading the New Testament, we can see that peace, rest, and blessedness is not the 

only three descriptions that the Bible has regarding life after death.  Again, it is needless to say that the place 

where we go after we die has perfect peace and perfect happiness.  But, in several teachings of Jesus and St. 

Paul, this state of complete peace and bliss is not the final destiny for Christians.  Following after this place of 

complete peace, there is another phase that we are called into.  There is another step that we are invited to go in. 

 

 In several places in the Bible, Jesus and St. Paul refer to death as sleep.  In today’s second reading, when 

Jesus heard his friend Lazarus died.  He said this, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going 

there to awaken him.”  Also, in the Gospel of Luke, when the daughter of a synagogue ruler, whose name was 

Jairus, died, Jesus said she is in sleep.  Also, in the third reading of today, St. Paul also describes those who 

were gone before us as “those who have fallen asleep.” 

 

 Sleep is the best comfortable, peaceful and restful status that a human mind can imagine.  By comparing 

death as sleep, Jesus and St. Paul indicate that the state that we will have after death is peaceful, comfortable, 

and restful like the sleep that we have.  But, in this metaphor of sleep, there is another layer of meaning that we 

have to look into.  For this another layer of meaning, W. T. Wright, one of the most renounced New Testament 

scholar and the author of the book that we read for our Tuesday Bible study wrote like this: 

 

Though this [life after death] is sometimes described as sleep, we shouldn’t take this to mean that it is a 

state of unconsciousness. Had Paul thought that, I very much doubt that he would have described life 

immediately after death as “being with Christ, which is far better.” Rather, sleep here means that the 

body is “asleep” in the sense of “dead,” while the real person—however, we want to describe him or 

her—continues. This state is not, clearly, the final destiny for which the Christian dead are bound, 

which is, as we have seen, the bodily resurrection. But it is a state in which the dead are held firmly 

within the conscious love of God and the conscious presence of Jesus Christ while they await that day. 

There is no reason why this state should not be called heaven, though we must note once more how 

interesting it that that is that the New Testament routinely doesn’t call it that and uses the word heaven 

in other ways. 

 

 Everyone who sleeps wakes up at one point.  There is absolutely no doubt that the state that Jesus and 

St. Paul describes as sleep is that we “are held firmly within conscious love of God and the conscious presence 

of Jesus Christ.”  But, as long as it is sleeping, there will be a time for waking up, waking up for the final 

destination.  What is the final destination?  It is the resurrection with the new glorious body and the 

everlasting life in God’s New Creation.  So, the New Testament teaches us that the state that we have 

immediately after death is peaceful and blissful, but it is also a kind of waiting period for the final 

resurrection.  We will be at complete peace as if we are sleeping, but the best is yet to come.  The completion 

of God’s salvation is yet to come.  When God makes all thing new, we will wake up for the glorious 

resurrection and live forever with God. 
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 Almost every time when I shared this thought of mine, many people misunderstood me.  They thought I 

do not believe the resting and peaceful place after death.  I do believe it.  And, I do want you to believe it.  

Misleading my point, they often asked me a question with a quotation from the Gospel of John.  Jesus said, “Do 

not let your hearts be troubled.  Believe in God, believe also in me.  In my Father’s house, there are many 

dwelling-place [mansions in King James’ version].” 

 

 By all means, I deeply cherish this saying of Jesus.  I cannot tell you enough how many times I found 

hope and comfort in this passage whether I was the one who read it or the one who heard it.  But, if you read 

this passage in Greek, you can see that the Greek word for the mansions or dwelling place that Jesus mentioned 

is monai.  Monai “is regularly used in ancient Greek not for a final resting place but for a temporary halt on a 

journey that will take you somewhere else in the long run.”  Here, again, Jesus is more than pleased to welcome 

us to this place of perfect peace and perfect rest immediately after our death.  But, this place is not the end of 

the story.  There is more yet to come.  Resurrection has to come.  The final victory over death has to come.  

Being away from death and enjoying the heavenly rest—playing harp on the soft cloud—was not the final hope 

of Jesus and early Christians.  Tramping down the death, proclaiming the victory of life over death, and joining 

God’s New Creation: that was the final hope for Jesus and his followers. 

 

 By now, many of you wonder why your pastor sounds like he is not willing to give you heaven as a 

peaceful as well as a permanent place for you, don’t you?  You might also wonder why this guy from South 

Korea keeps pushing you to accept the resurrection as the final goal of Christians.  Some of you think you are 

completely fine with staying in this peaceful place where Jesus said, mansion, sleep, and Abraham’s bosom.  

You don’t see any need for resurrection.  You don’t want to have a resurrection.  You do not know why you 

need to take this resurrection that the Bible keeps talking about.  But, my friends, there is an important reason 

why the Bible keep saying that there will be a resurrection on the final day and we will join the resurrection.  

That is, 

 

 Even though you go to this perfect resting place immediately after your death, the whole creation 

still remains as a subject to death. You may go to this resting place, but the human race, animals, and all 

living things on earth are still under the threat of death.  God’s salvation is for all, not just for you and me.  

God wants to save all: all people in the past, presence, and future, all creatures which was, is, will be.  God’s 

salvation is not only taking you and me to the place of perfect peace, but also saving the whole Universe 

from death, conquering death, and making everything new.  So, even though you and I will go to this 

peaceful place after our individual death, there is more that God wants to accomplish.  You and I will enjoy the 

rest in this heavenly place, but God has more to do to complete the victory over death.  It is good for you and 

me to go to the place of perfect peace and rest there, but God’s salvation is bigger than taking us to this resting 

place.  The goal of God’s salvation is making everything new.  The goal of God’s salvation is saving the entire 

Universe from the death, conquering the death, and realizing the victory of life over death, the victory of 

goodness over evil, and the victory of life over darkness.  That’s why the final hope for Christian cannot be 

limited to going into the place of peace and rest and stay there for eternity.  This is why God keeps calling us, 

again and again, to join the resurrection which began with the first resurrection of Jesus the Christ on Easter 

morning. This is why I keep preaching that resurrection and eternity after resurrection is the final hope for 

Christians. 

 

 Many years ago, I had my first chance to sit in the business class on the plane flying back to New York 

from South Korea.  You know that I cannot afford the business class.  The mileage program that I have with 

Korea Air had enough mileage to upgrade my seat.  For the first time in my life, I sat on the business class.  I 

don’t know if you have sat in the business class on an international flight.  It has a flatbed.  If you push one 

button, your chair literally becomes a bed.  As you sit on your seat, a stewardess comes and serve you a 

welcome drink.  During the flight, you can enjoy all kinds of excellent food and services.  The screen on the 

business cabin is twice larger than the one in economy class.  In Korean Air, if you make a request, they even 
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make a Ramen for you.  I ordered the Ramen not once, but twice.  I cannot forget the taste of Ramen that I 

enjoyed tens of thousand feet above the ground. 

 

 I enjoyed my business class experienced a lot, and I was sorry that my plane was approaching JFK so 

fast.  When I sat on the economy class, all that I wished was the plane going faster and arrive in NY as soon as 

it could.  But, once I got into the business class, I wished the plane go slowly and, so that, I could enjoy it more.  

I was sorry that this all the fantastic service would be ended when the plane landed. 

 

 But, when planed landed in JFK, I did not think twice.  I was willingly walked away from the plane.  

Why?  Because I had a family to be united, a church to serve, and people to take care.  The rest and peace that 

I enjoyed in the business class were great.  It was beyond my imagination.  But, resting in peace is not my 

goal as a pastor.  Lying down on the flatbed and enjoying the business class service is not something that 

I hope as a Christian.  As a follower of Jesus, I am called to fight against the threat of death and preach 

hope of life.  As a Christian, my final hope is in the victory of light over darkness, the victory of love over 

hatred, and the victory of life over the death.  For this hope, I was called.  For this hope, I am living for. 

 

 Friends, the peace and rest that we will enjoy in the place after our death will be far beyond that I have 

once enjoyed in business class.  But, this peace is not the end of the story in God’s salvation.  This peace is not 

the final Christian hope.  God wants us to see the final chapter of His/Her salvation beyond this heavenly place 

where we go.  God will make everything new.  And, S/He wants you to be part of it.  God wants to create the 

New World and New Jerusalem, and He/She wants you and me to part of this New Creation.  And this new 

creation has already begun with Jesus’s ministry, death, and resurrection.  Whoever believes and follows Jesus 

is already part of this new creation.  This new creation continues during our lifetime, will be continued even at 

the moment of our death, even in the after we die, and in our resurrection and, finally finalized in eternity after 

the resurrection.   

 

Please, remember my friends: resting peacefully in paradise is not the final hope according to the New 

Testament.  Leaving this world behind and join the heavenly rest forever is not what we are called for.  God’s 

New Creation, Transformation of this world, and Changing this world to be God’s Kingdom is the final hope of 

Christian according to the New Testament.  For this hope, we worked yesterday, we work today, and we will 

work today.  For this hope, we work while we are here on earth.  For this hope, we will be waiting in the resting 

place that God prepares us.  Because of this hope, we will rise again.  And because of this hop, we will live 

forever with Christ Jesus at the end.  All the glory and honor to Christ who works for this hope here on earth as 

well as in heaven.  Amen. 


