
 

About ten years ago, I attended the Leadership Institute at Church of the Resurrection in 
Leawood, Kansas.  Church of the Resurrection is known as one of the largest Methodist 
congregations in the US, but the size of this church is only one of the many aspects of this 
thriving church.  With its prophetic voice for social justice, as well as a creative way of 
ministry, this congregation is leading the future of Methodism. 
 

It was during the Leadership Institute that Rev. Adam Hamilton, the senior pastor of 
Church of the Resurrection, shared that his congregation has always donated all of the 
Christmas Eve offerings to help neighbors in need.  In 1990, Rev. Hamilton planted the 
church with a handful people. Since then, the church hasn’t used any of what they collected 
on Christmas Eve services for the church, but toward the community. My heartbeat went 
crazy as I heard these words from Rev. Hamilton.  I loved what I heard. What could be a  
better way to use the offerings on the night of Christ’s birth than to give a warm winter to 
our neighbors?  It was at that moment that I came to wish that my church would do the 
same.  However, my wish has not come true for the last ten years.  Every congregation that 
I ministered in the past could not survive without the extra offering on Christmas Eve.  I 
could not challenge my churches which already had enough of a struggle,  but here at the 
UMC at Demarest, I see my wish may have a chance to come true for the first time. 

 

During the last Administrative Council meeting, I suggested this idea of donating the 
Christmas Eve offering, and the members of Administrative Council decided to give a sig-
nificant portion of our Christmas Eve offering to our neighbors in need.  As you know, our 
congregation just got out of a long financial struggle. As a matter of fact, we still need to 
depend on the special collection on Christmas Eve to some degree,  but members of the Ad-
ministrative Council agreed to make a leap of faith by giving what we need to those who 
need it the most.  I praise the courage of our Administrative Council!  We did not decide on 
the details of this project such as how much we will give and where we will donate. It will 
be after Christmas when we see the details of this project. 

 

To do what we plan to do on Christmas Eve, we need to ask you  two favors.  First, please 
catch up on your pledge, and if you can, please consider going the extra mile of giving to 
the general fund of the church.  Once we secure the daily operation of our church, we can 
increase the amount of donations on Christmas Eve for the community. Secondly, please be 
generous with your Christmas Eve offering.  It is a chance to share the love of Christ Jesus 
who was born in Bethlehem with the people who need him the most. 

 
I know you are willing to be a part of this heart-warming project.  I thank you for giving a 
chance to my long dream as a pastor. Thank you UMC at Demarest for your generosity and 
kind spirit!  – Pastor Myung 

10 The Herald Angel December 15,  2019

 
 
 

 
 
A great appreciation goes to Heather Tamburro, Sue Sarier, and all who made a joyful 
Christmas dinner last Sunday, December 8!  We fed over 100 people at our Holiday 
Walk-In dinner on Decem ber  11.  Thank you for your continuing support!  Also, 
your presence for the baptism of Kayla  Santore is deeply appreciated! Thank you The 
UMC at Demarest!  
 
CUMAC:   W e send a heartfelt thank you for  all of your  clothing, especially 
coat donations.  Your generosity helps us support the basic needs of chil-
dren, families and individuals.  

 
_______________________________________ 

 
 

 
 

 
 
December 15, Sunday 10:00 am:  Third Sunday of Advent.  Jackie DuBois 
and Lisa Lupardi, grandm other  and granddaughter , light the third Advent 
candle and open the service.  Pastor Myung will speak of It’s Wonderful Life (3):  One, 
Many and Back to One Again.   
 
4:00 pm: Confirmation class in the Scott Christern Conference Room .  
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December 22, Sunday 10:00 am: Fourth Sunday of Advent/Christmas Sun-
day  Christmas Pageant  Please talk to Lee Wallin at 201-446-0537 or lee-
wallin@gpgent.com today and be a part of this wonderful Christmas tradition! 
 
December 22, Sunday 6:00 pm:   Blue Christmas Service W e are creating a 
space to recognize the human loss in the midst of the holiday celebration.  Once again, 
Mary Marino w ill lead the m editation session during this service.  
 
December 24, Tuesday 4:00 pm: Christmas Eve Family Service—Sing-Along 
& Santa Claus 10:30 pm: Christmas Eve Candlelight service w ith Holy Com -
munion.  More information to follow. 
 
December 29, Sunday 10:00 am:   First Sunday after Christmas & Last  
Sunday in 2019   Lee Wallin is scheduled to preach.  
 
January 5, Sunday 10:00 am:   First Sunday in 2020. 
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Christmas Eve Services 
 

4:00 pm Family Service with Christmas Carol Sing-Along   

and Santa Claus 

 

10:30 pm  Candlelight Service with Holy Communion 

The Herald Angel December 15,  2019 9

 
 

Please review the prayer chain and let the church office know of  
any changes you may have 

 
Raechel Wallin;  Elise Campbell's daughter, Abby;  Karen Mabery's  father, Wayne Schultz  
who has passed away;  Elaine Welch;  Mark Lupardi, for  a quick recovery from  his 
injury; Dexter Bennett for  a fast and easy recovery from  surgery;    Mark Wright, 

for a smooth recovery from surgery;  Clair VanBuren recover ing from  an illness; Sam 
Brewton,  fr iend of Liz Mabery, for  the quick and easy recovery from  heart 
surgery; Joe DiStafano, friend of Lori Lavino, who is battling  cancer;  Asea, David Lee’s 

friend’s wife, for fast and smooth healing from surgery; Cari Camizzi for full restoration of 
health;  Yalcin Sarier, Sue Sarier ’s father-in-law, who has passed away; Sandy Moss for 
good health; Tammy Harrington’s mother, Debbie, for a fast and smooth recovery from sur-

gery;  Lori Lavino, who has a health issue; Nides Vazquez , who is at Emerson Rehab; Soo Min 
Ban, for  continued  recovery;  Tom Harrington’s father who is battling cancer   ; 
Barbara Bystrom;  Cathie Allen, fr iend of the Maberys;  Betty Hausen,  Jackie 

Manning, Jackson Sharkey (son of Tam m y ’s friend) 
 

 
PRAYER CHAIN 

If you have any prayer concerns, please call or email Pastor Myung at 201-297-7445,   
Pastorhan17@gmail.com, Roberta Hoag at 201-394-8069, or Donna Miller at 201-384-0285 to 

start the calls.  They will then call the first person on the “chain” and the request will then be 
passed on. 
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Sunday Morning Team Schedule    
 
 

December 15, 2019 
Ushers: Flavell-Boney family, Wayne Linteris 

Greeter/Lounge Lizard: George Chien  
Multimedia:  Jason Han  

Sunday School:  Suzanne Sarier  
Youth Group:  Karen Mabery 
Scripture: Melinda Iannuzzi  

Fellowship:    Holly Cullen  
 

December 22, 2019 
Ushers:  Joe Kolacia, Rossig-Harrington Family 

Greeter/Lounge Lizard: Ken Bystrom  
Multimedia:  Madison Lee  

Youth Group:  Karen Mabery 
Scripture: Darlene W ard  
Fellowship:  Ann Chien  

 
December 29, 2019 

Ushers:  Jackie DuBois, Roberta Hoag, Ken Bystrom  
Greeter/Lounge Lizard: Joe Kolacia  

Multimedia:  Jordan Flavell-Boney 
Youth Group:  Karen Mabery  

Scripture: Chris Han  
Fellowship:    Harrington Fam ily  

 
 

Evening Supervisors 
 

December 15 .................... Pastor Myung 
December 16 .................... Ed Greenwald 
December 17 .................... Ken Bystrom 
December 18 .................... Light & Salt 
December 19 .................... Kumiko Ishikura 
December 20 ................... Tom Otto 
December 21 .................... Pastor Myung 

Would you like to Usher ? 
Be a Greeter? 

A Communion Steward? 
Teach Sunday School? 

 

We are always looking for volunteers  
to add to our Sunday teams.  

  

Please speak with Pastor Myung  

 
 

 
We need ushers for Christmas Eve Service at 4:00 pm.   If you can help,  please talk to 
Pastor Myung today!  
 
You can now order your Christmas poinsettias and help beautify our sanctuary for Christ-
mas while remembering or honoring a loved one or someone special.  Please fill out a 
flower order form at the usher’s table and return it with your check to the church office or 
place it in the offering plate on Sunday morning.  Kindly order by Monday, December 18. 
You will be able to take your ordered flowers home after candlelight service on Christmas 
Eve. 
 
Please pick up your offering evelope for 2020 from usher’s desk.   If you don’t have an en-
velope number and would like one, please talk to Linda Farber or Jennie Li. 
 
Please make a pledge for 2020.  You can find the pledge cards and stew ardship 
letter on the usher’s table.  You can submit your pledge card until the end of December.  
 
Please join our ten-month-long journey to read the Book of Psalm, Proverbs, and   
Isaiah.  The church office will send you one chapter a day with a short prayer written 
 by Pastor Myung.  If you do not have internet access, please pick up the reading schedule 
from the usher’s table.  Please join this simple and basic practice of faith!  
 
Mille Valentino m ade a 50 hats for  our  m itten tree!  Thank you, Mille.  Please 
bring mittens  for  those w ho need a w arm  w inter .   It doesn’t have to be 50—
anything that you can contribute will be received with deep gratitude. 
 
Please feel free to decorate the Christmas tree at the entrance with your own ornaments.  
 
Correction:  Our nativity on our  front law n every Christm as season is in     
loving memory of Martha  Diasapara. 

_______________________________________ 
 

 
 

 
Please, keep up your pledges, and if you can, go the extra mile in  giving to the general 
fund of our church.  Once we secure our operation, we can donate a significant 
amount of our Christmas Eve donation to help our neighbors in need.  For details, 
please read Pastor Myung’s column on page 10!  
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